Divine Emaranhado

 The Divine Emaranhado is a theatrical performance combining different art forms including rhythm, dance, oral history, “spoken words” and Cordel poetry.

 Divine is a homage to and a celebration of the popular culture of Brazil. The Emaranhado is a play on words referring to the state of Maranhao, one of the references of culture and folklore in Brazil, and the verb emaranhar, to tangle.

The Divine Emaranhado takes vibrant atmosphere found in the street parties and transforms it into a dynamic theatrical performance. This gives a different quality of communication between artist and public using humor and games.

The Divine Emaranhado is performed by a “brincante”, a story teller who enacts a variety of different characters, walking on stilts, dancing to Brazilian rhythms and playing percussion instruments.

The “brincante” tells three stories: the myth of the origin of cassava, the making of the water flower and the tale of bumba- meu- boi.

Duration: 1 hour

Target audience: everyone

Creation, direction and acting: Juliana Manhaes

Playwright: Juliane Manhaes e Itaercio Rocha

Masks and sword: Fernando Mendonca
Floor Cloth: Claudio costa

Photographs: William Santos

Music

        Boa Noite – Maria da Paz
Entrada do Divino: Fernando Mendonça

Boi Formoso – Luiz  Manhães

Despedida –  Mundoca Pinheiro do Boi de Sr. Apolôni

Workshops:

The Dance of Cacuria
The Cacuria is a circular dance of couples danced in the streets and squares of Sao Luiz do Maranhao, a state in the north east of Brazil. The origins of the dance are found 

in the parties celebrating the Divino Espirito Santo, specifically in the dance danced after the religious ceremony, the “Bambae de Caixa”, in which women dance, sing, and play the ‘caixa do Divino’ (divine box), a typical percussion instrument. 

The Dance of Cacuria gives the opportunity to remember ancient circular games and dances. The music evokes the memory of everyday life from a bygone age.

The objective of this workshop is to reinforce the importance of the circular nature of this dance. The children will dance, sing and play, forming a circle which will give them a chance to experience the collective nature and union of the dance as they answer to the music and dance creating choreographic movements together.

Target age: children from 6 to 10 

Workshop:

The Circle

of Brincantes Festeiros:

The Popular Dance

The brincante is the one who dances,  sings and plays instruments. The circle is  where the game takes place and where the group creates its individuality. 

Playing and enjoyment are a part of all popular dances in Brazil which generaly take place on the street . Apart from the form, it is very important to know the history and the origins of the dances. The workshop offers a physical experience and also   the oportunity  to learn the diferent dances of the  characters, from  Bumba meu Boi. Among the  circle dances are the Cacuriá, the Tambor de Criola and the dance of Ciranda. 

As well as this,the workshop intends to bring to  the participant a conscience of their own  movements . 

         Target audience: actors, dancers and art educators, interested in knowing the histories and popular dances of Maranhão and the surounding áreas.

CURRICULUM Vitae

Juliana Manhães is from Maranhão, actress, dancer and  art teacher graduated from Uni-Rio. She learned the popular games of São Luís from an early age and later moved to  Rio to study theater.

She has also studied dance and has taken part in many successful plays. She’s part of a traditional group of Bumba meu Boi that perform during The São João party in São Luiz do Maranhão. She has coordinated workshops of Popular Dance in many places in Rio de Janeiro. 

She coordinates a dance group called “Três Marias”. At the moment she is developing her own work. She’s presented The Divine Emaranhado many times throughout Brazil.

CONTACTS:

Juliana Manhães

e.mail:julianamanhaes@uol.com.br

(21) 3852 6963

R. Costa Bastos 556/103 Saint Teresa Rio de Janeiro Zip code: 20240-020
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